
 

 





Reinforcing, more and more, its leadership,  
on an international scale as well.  
Italian tanning industry reaffirms its leading 
position in the world by reaching, in 2017,  
27.5% of leather export worldwide and 20%  
of global turnover overall. Such figures drive  
an annual turnover that exceeds 5 billion euros, 
as tanneries manufacturing of finished leather 
amounted to 129 million square meters.

ITALIAN  
LEATHER

A MISSION ALONGSIDE  
A GUARANTEE.

COSTS ARE WORTH OVER  
4% OF TURNOVER, IN LINE WITH  
THE TREND OF THE LATEST YEARS.

MORE THAN DOUBLED 
INVESTMENTS, SINCE 2003.

IN 2017, ITALIAN TANNING 
INDUSTRY CONFIRMED, ONCE 
AGAIN, ITS SUSTAINABLE IDENTITY.



E M O T I O N

Italian leather allure spreads out worldwide.  
You can also personally see that in Milan,  
at LpFashionStudio, a library that puts together  
thousands of samples. The same goes for fashion 
presentations, which take place, every year, all around  
the world: over 2,000 attendees took part in 25 style 
seminars, held in 8 different countries, in 2017. Yet, you 
can also share that emotion at Lineapelle Milano (the 
leading business experience for global fashion industry), 
twice a year, along with London and New York sneak 
previews and other exhibition events: over 100,000 
visitors, in total, have been participating in such fairs. 

99,5%
OF FOOD INDUSTRY  
SCRAPS RECYCLED 

Leather is a natural and renewable material.  
It is also a waste product of the food industry, 
subsequently converted into a long-lasting commodity, 
with high added value. Leather manufactured by Italian 
tanneries is a traditional and perfect model of circular 
economy. It plays a relevant part in balancing the 
socioeconomic and environmental system, where the 
tanning industry actively works, by enhancing its own 
scraps and making them increasingly useful for other 
industries’ development. The last mentioned mission 
keeps up, on a regular basis, thanks to the implementation 
of several synergies with a number of industrial activities.

N A T U R A L

GLOBAL SUCCESS OF  
FASHION AND LUXURY INDUSTRY 

STYLE GROUND, THAT IS,  
THEIR CONTINUOUS  
CREATIVE UPGRADING.

19.3 %  
TANNING BATHS

24.2 %  
SPETCHES,  
TRIMMING AND SHAVINGS

5.8 %  
OTHERS

7.6 %  
PACKAGING

31.7 %  
SLUDGE

11.4 %  
OTHER TANNING  
SPECIFIC SCRAPS

WASTE COMPOSITION 

ITALIAN TANNERIES MAKE  
USE OF NEARLY 100% OF  
RAW MATERIAL COMING  
FROM FOOD INDUSTRY WASTE.  
A PERFECT MODEL  
OF CIRCULAR ECONOMY. 







I N N O VA T I V E

Looking at technology enhancement and 
manufacturing efficiency upgrading.  
In 2017, Italian tanneries implemented the 
Industry 4.0 national plan, therefore taking 
advantage of an outstanding opportunity in 
terms of innovation. According to a survey 
carried out amongst UNIC associated members, 
in 2017 66% of them made some investments in 
technology, and 27% more have planned them 
in 2018. Digitization and interconnection are 
of paramount importance to tackle the needs 
of the market, which requires bigger flexibility, 
high productivity, top management control 
and immediate feedback. For Italian tanning 
industry, the future is now.

METHODOLOGICAL  
NOTE

Italian tanning industry keeps up with its mission, focused 
on economic, social, environmental and ethical commitment, 
integrating 2017 Sustainability Report with new activities and 
projects and updating the most relevant standards. 

Data and criteria are given by a weighted average resulting from 
a number of companies, which are a representative sample, 
on a national scale, with regard to their geographical position, 
manufacturing sector, raw material, process and finished 
products. In terms of turnover, such enterprises are worth  
over 22% of overall turnover of Italian tanning industry. 

As for some specific aspects, such as wastewater, economic 
figures, statistics about injuries, human resources, the database 
was completed with additional sources of information, aiming 
to give a more detailed picture of the situation.

Data hereby highlighted refer to 2017 reporting, except for 
statistics about injuries (2016), which are provided by INAIL  
in their latest official report over the tanning industry.LEATHER RELIES  

ON ARTISAN TALENT.  
ARTISAN TALENT HANGS 
ON INDUSTRY ATTITUDE 
TOWARDS INNOVATION. 
ITALIAN TANNERIES FOCUS 
ON COMPREHENSIVE 
UPGRADING.



AMBASSADOR S.P.A.

ANTIBA S.P.A.

BCN CONCERIE S.P.A.

BONAUDO S.P.A.

BONISTALLI E STEFANELLI S.P.A.

CHIORINO TECNOLOGY S.P.A.

CONCERIA ALBA S.P.A.

CONCERIA INCAS S.P.A.

CONCERIA MONTEBELLO S.P.A.

CONCERIA PEGASO S.P.A.

DANI S.P.A.

DEAN S.P.A. – INDUSTRIA CONCIARIA PELLI

DMD SOLOFRA S.P.A.

ECOPELL 2000 S.R.L.

EVEREST S.R.L.

GRUPPO MASTROTTO S.P.A.

LA PATRIE S.R.L.

LLOYD S.P.A.

LUFRAN S.R.L.

NUOVA OSBA S.P.A.

NUTI IVO S.P.A.

RINO MASTROTTO GROUP S.P.A. – BASMAR

RINO MASTROTTO GROUP S.P.A. – CALBE

RINO MASTROTTO GROUP S.P.A. – POMARI

RUSSO DI CASANDRINO S.P.A.

VALORI S.R.L. 

ACQUE DEL CHIAMPO S.P.A.

CONSORZIO AQUARNO S.P.A.

CONSORZIO CUOIO - DEPUR S.P.A. 

ICEC

MEDIO CHIAMPO S.P.A.

STUDIO BINI - SPALLETTI S.R.L.

IN 
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